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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 10-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGR-10 CEA-01 

CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-02 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 AID-05 CIEP-02 SS-15 

STR-04 TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-Ol 

/126W 

016946 

R 200729Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5321 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 1758 

GENEVA FOR GATT, MTN AND TSB DELS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD, AS 

SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN TRADE POLICY 

REF: CANBERRA 1592 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED LETTER ADDRESSED TO E/C 
COUNSELOR FROM J.T. FOGARTY, FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
DEPT. OF OVERSEAS TRADE, GIVING OECD DATA REFERRED TO 
IN PARA. 5 REFTEL. AS SAME DATA WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE 
ADDUCED BY GOA DELS DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE IN GATT, OECD 
FORA, TEXT IS TRANSMITTED IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

2. QTE WHEN BILL HARROP PRESENTED AID MEMOIRE REGARDING 
AUSTRALIAN IMPORT POLICY TO MR. BOWEN THE OTHER DAY, I 
QUOTED FIGURES FOR COMPARATIVE GROWTH RATES IN IMPORTS 
FOR AUSTRALIA AND OECD AS A WHOLE. 
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QTE MR. BOWEN ASKED ME TO MAKE THESE AVAILABLE TO YOU. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


THE FIGURES WERE OBTAINED FROM OECD PUBLICATION 
"ECONOMIC OUTLOOK" NO. 16 OF DECEMBER 1974, PARTICULARLY 
TABLES NOS. 30 AND 32. THESE SHOW THAT WHILST IMPORTS 
INTO AUSTRALIA "BY VOLUME" INCREASED BY 28 PCT. IN 1973 
AND 1974, THE COMPARATIVE INCREASE FOR OECD AS A WHOLE 
WAS ONLY 12.1 PCT. AND 2 PCT. RESPECTIVELY. 

QTE AS TO TEXTILE PRODUCTS, IMPORTS OF THESE WERE OF 
ORDER OF $A750 M. IN 1973/74. AT TIME THAT THE TEXTILE 
AUTHORITY BROUGHT DOWN IT FIRST REPORT ON APPAREL ON 
5 JULY 1974, THERE WERE NO RESTRAINTS ON THE IMPORT OF 
TEXTILE PRODUCTS INTO AUSTRALIA. NEGOTIATIONS WE 
CONDUCTED IN JULY/AUGUST AS A RESULT OF THE TEXTILE 
AUTHORITY'S RECOMMENDATIONS TO GOVERNMENT WERE CONCERNED 
WITH PRODUCTS WHICH REPRESENTED ABOUT 7 PCT. OF OUR TOTAL 
IMPORTS IN THESE PRODUCTS IN 1973/74. 

QTE MORE RECENT ACTIONS WITH RESPECT TO IMPORTS OF TEXTILE 
PRODUCTS BY WAY OF RESTRAINT ARRANGEMENTS, IMPORT CONTROLS 
AND TARIFF QUOTAS HAS AFFECTED A WIDER RANGE OF THESE 
PRODUCTS. NEVERTHELESS, VEN WITH THE PPLICATION OF THESE 
MEASURES ABOUT 80 PCT. OF IMPORTS OF THESE GOODS (BASED ON 
1973/74 FIGURES) ARE UNAFFECTED. END QTE. 

3. RESPONSE MENTIONED PARA. 7 REFTEL TO OUR AIDE-MEMOIRE 
STILL NOT RECEIVED. 

HARROP 
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